
REHB 589: Special Topics in Autism   
Spring 2017 Course Syllabus and Calendar  

Instructor Information: Rachel Enoch, PhD, BCBA-D  
Email Address: maryrachelenoch@gmail.com  

 

Course Material: 

Radical Behaviorism for ABA Practitioners: James Johnston  

Toilet Training in Less than a Day: Azrin and Foxx  

Empirically Validated Research Articles (as listed in the weekly readings below)  

 

Course Description and Objectives:  

This course will be offered as an online course, all content will be accessed through Desire 2 Learn, SIU’s 
online class platform. Several considerations are made to make the class maximally interactive and 
informative. This course will be held in a seminar intensive format. What this means in that no long 
PowerPoint lectures will be uploaded, this is intentionally done to create a more engaging learning 
environment and encourage you to interact with the assigned readings rather than relying on the 
information solely from the lecture.  Class readings and discussion will be a large component to this 
course. The discussion board will be actively utilized to pose weekly questions regarding the reading 
content and it is expected that you will be interactive on the discussion board, posting your own 
answers and interacting with your peers. Additionally, weekly chat discussions will be held in D2L for 
one hour per week to have more interaction with the material. This type of classroom format is being 
utilized in this course to promote an interactive approach to learning the course material and encourage 
the critical application of the content.  

The primary course objective is for you to be able to identify empirically validated treatments in autism, 
how to understand treatment implementation based on the science of behavior, how to become a 
rationale skeptic towards non-validated treatments, and how to utilize science based treatment 
protocols.  This is a special topics course with the material focusing specifically on the diagnosis of 
autism. Special emphasis will be placed on those procedures that allow for function-based therapeutic 
approaches and system change strategies.  

To attain this objective, you will be required to complete the following:  

1. Read and stay up to date on each of the assigned readings each week  
2. Be able to discuss the points of each assigned reaching during chat discussion  

mailto:maryrachelenoch@gmail.com


3. Respond appropriately to questions provided during discussion board posts and on 
examinations based on the text and chat discussions  

4. Produce written examples of support plans and progress evaluations to demonstrate your 
understanding of the material  

5. Participate in assignments designed to provide exposure to procedures/class content  

Upon successful completion of this course, you will know how to:  

1. Describe treatment protocols utilized with persons with autism and describe the purpose for 
employing them based on the science of behavior  

2. Apply behavior-analytic procedures to solve problems of social importance or improve 
conditions for persons with autism.  

3. Be able to compose behavior analytic works, such as behavior support programs, that are both 
technologically adequate and conceptually systematic  

4. Be able to perform behavior analytic procedures, assessments, and literature reviewers 
5. Understand how the science of behavior relates to autism treatment protocols in applied 

settings.  

 

Course Points Breakdown 

Content  Individual Points Total Points 
Quizzes- (15 quizzes)  5 points  75 points  

Behavior Plan 50 points 50 points 
Assessment (PEAK or VB-MAPP) 25 points 25 points 
Assessment Paper (with partner) 25 points 25 points 
Comprehensive Critical Review  50 points 50 points 

Training Video 10 points  10 points  
Discussion Posts – (13 posts) 5 points 65 points 

Total Class Points  300 points 
   

A- 100%-90% 300-270 points  
B- 89%-80% 269-240 points  
C- 79%-70% 239-210 points Below a C is a failing grade for 

this course 
 

Weekly Chats: Weekly chats will be held in D2L under “chats”. These chat times are an opportunity for 
you to ask questions about the material and interact with it and each other. The chats will be held each 
week (except Spring Break week and Finals Weeks). The chats will be each Thursday from 8-9 PM CST.  

Course Assignments  

Discussion Boards: Discussion board content will be posted each week on Sunday and all responses will 
be due by the following Sunday, allowing you seven days to interact with the post content for that week. 



You will be required to respond to the instructor’s original post and then respond to one peer’s 
comment for full points. The discussion board will close at midnight (CST) each week and will be locked 
so no late responses will be accepted. The discussion board is meant to take the place of stagnate 
lectures, therefore a thorough and well thought out response is expected (i.e. longer than a couple 
sentences). If you write something to the effect of “I agree”, please expect no points to be awarded to 
you. If you agree, you must expand upon why you agree and the same goes with disagreements.  There 
will be no discussion posts required the week of Spring Break and Finals week.  Due dates and times will 
be detailed in the calendar section.  

Examinations: Each week there will be a quiz based on the content for that week. The quiz may be made 
up of various types of questions (i.e. short answer, multiple choice, true/false, etc.). This quiz is not 
intended to be comprehensive but rather focus on the key points/topics for the week to allow you to 
demonstrate your understanding of the content. As you will see in the course grades section, these 
quizzes are not worth a large amount of points each week but do serve a purpose for content 
understanding and demonstration.  Please plan accordingly and do not rely on your schedule or 
technology to be accommodating at the last minute, no make-up exams will be provided.  This is a 
nudge to help you to stay on track with the readings and content each week and not fall behind.  You 
will need to plan exams accordingly, as no extension or make-up exams will be provided. There will be 
no quiz the week of Spring Break. Due dates and times will be detailed in the calendar section. You will 
be provided 10 minutes to complete the exam. 

Assignments: There will be a variety of assignments this semester that each will focus on different skill-
sets.  The following assignments will be a part of this course. Due dates and times will be detailed in the 

calendar section. 

Behavior Plan: You will be responsible for writing a comprehensive behavior plan for a child diagnosed 
with autism. This behavior plan will need to be based off of an actual child and is not hypothetical.  You 
will need to obtain consent prior when working with the child. You will not actually be implementing 
anything but rather interviewing the parent/guardian, and observing the child to obtain baseline data 
and have information to write goals from. You will utilize your practitioner’s skills that have been 
discussed throughout the course to determine which assessments and interviews will be necessary to 
use in order to write an effective behavior plan. This will not be provided for you as it is critical that you 
are able to determine what validated protocols are necessary in order to effectively write a behavior 
plan. This behavior plan will be similar to behavior plans required by insurance. The behavior plan 
template will be provided for you and uploaded to D2L in the content section. You will be responsible 
for completing each section in the behavior plan and writing it so it is comprehensive and based on 
behavior analytic principles and based on your child/client. You will also need to include baseline data 
and visual analysis (graphs) in your behavior plan. Technical language should be utilized. Due dates and 
times will be detailed in the calendar section 

Assessments: There will be two parts to this assignment. Part I. Each student will be responsible for 
conducting either the VB-MAPP Assessment or the PEAK Assessment on a child. You may use the same 
child that you are writing your behavior plan on, if you choose and have consent. You will be responsible 



for conducting the assessment in person with the child and writing up a report of the assessment 
outcomes and writing recommendations based on the data collected. Part II. You will pair up with 
another student in the class that did the opposite assessment as you did (ex. If you did the VB-MAPP 
assessment, you will need to find a partner who did the PEAK Assessment. You can pick your partner 
first and then determine who will do which assessment. If you cannot find a partner, please e-mail the 
instructor so you can be assigned a partner. Waiting until the last week to reach out and indicate you do 
not have a partner will not be accepted as an excuse for not completing part II.). For part II, you and 
your partner will write a review of each of the assessments for your own perspectives. You will need to 
include what you perceive to be the pros and cons of the assessments you conducted, compare the two 
assessments, and provide your recommendations on which assessment you would choose to use in the 
future and a rationale as to why. You and your partner will turn in one cohesive paper.  Due dates and 
times will be detailed in the calendar section. 

Comprehensive Critical Review: You will choose from one of the topics listed below and will write a 
comprehensive critical review on the topic. The critical review should be written in APA format. For your 
critical review, you will be required to include in your paper: 1) A comprehensive review of all literature 
surrounding your topic; 2) A critical review of the claims of the therapy; 3) A critical analysis of additional 
empirically validated sources that either support or dispute the claims of the therapy; 4) An analysis of 
empirically validated behavior analytic resources (not necessarily directly about the topic) that discuss 
the philosophy of behavior analysis and how it would approach the topic you choose; 5) A critical 
discussion section on how you would approach parents on this topic if they were to approach you and 
ask you to utilize it in their child’s treatment. The section on approaching parents should be a minimum 
of two pages. (Simply stating “I can’t ethically do it” will earn you zero points for this section. You need 
to critically analyze the topic based on the research found, ABA ethics, BCBA guidelines and provide a 
comprehensive rationale for your approach with the parents). The lit review should be 10 pages in 
length and include a reference page (the reference page does not count towards your page 
requirement). The paper should be no longer and no shorter than this page requirement. Plagiarism will 
not be tolerated, please familiarize yourself with the University’s guidelines. This project should be done 
by yourself without assistance from outside individuals. Due dates and times will be detailed in the 
calendar section 

The following topics are ones you are able to choose from: Try pushing yourself and pick a topic you are 
less familiar with, this helps you to be a well-rounded practitioner and expands your knowledge of what 

is being promoted in Autism treatment. 

• Equine Therapy  
• Sensory Integration 
• Brain Balance  
• Social Thinking  
• Vaccines  
• Specialty Diets (gluten or casein free diets) 
• Therapeutic Listening  



• Rapid Prompting Method (RPM) 

Training Video: Each student will need to watch a training video on sleep issues with children with 
autism and read the empirically validated article that accompanies it. The video link and the questions 
will be uploaded in the content area in D2L. Questions to be answered will be uploaded on D2L under 
the appropriate week.  Your answers should be uploaded to D2L in the “dropbox” section to receive 
credit, emailed answers will not be accepted. Due dates and times will be detailed in the calendar 
section. 

 

 

Academic Dishonesty: 
You are responsible for making yourself aware of understanding the policies and 

procedures in the University Catalog that pertain to Academic Integrity. These policies 
include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, 
complicity, and computer misuse. If there is a reason to believe you have been involved 
in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs. You 

will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not 
responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with the 

instructor if you are uncertain about an issue of academic dishonesty prior to 
submission of an assignment or exam. The student conduct code can be found here:  

http://srr.siu.edu/_common/documents/scc.pdf 
 

Students with Disabilities: 
If you have a documented disability and need reasonable accommodations, please 

contact the instructor the first week of class so that it can be insured that your needs 
are met in a timely manner. Students with disabilities must contact the University’s 
Disability Support Services at the beginning of the semester to inform them of the 

disability and obtain information about services that can facilitate learning. 
Documentation from Disability Support Services must be provided to the instructor 

before accommodations can be implemented. Please stop by their office in Woody hall 
B-150, contact them directly, or refer to the DSS website for further information: 

www.disabilityservices.siuc.edu 
 

 

 

 

 

http://srr.siu.edu/_common/documents/scc.pdf
http://www.disabilityservices.siuc.edu/


 

 

 

 

 

Schedule of Weekly Topics and Readings:  

Week 1: January 17th: Radical Behaviorism and Autism: Treatment Connected to the Science  

Readings: Radical Behaviorism Chapter 1  

 

Week 2: Rationale Skeptic: The Importance of Being One and Radical Behaviorism 

 Readings: Radical Behaviorism Chapters 2; Christensen Ch 1. (article); Shermer (1992) (article) 

  

Week 3: Treatments in Autism and Radical Behaviorism  

Readings: Green Chapter 2 (article), Mason & Iwata (1990) (article); McClannahan & Krantz 
(1993) (article); Radical Behaviorism Chapter 3 

 

Week 4: Transitions: Arranging the Environment and Radical Behaviorism  

Readings: Brewer et al. (2014) (article); Cote (2005); Waters et al., (2009) (article); Radical 
Behaviorism Chapter 4 

 

Week 5: Sleep Issues: How to Address Them From A Practitioner-Scientist Perspective  

Readings: Watch 3 hour training video (practicalfunctionalassessment.com); Jin et al. (2013) 
(article that pairs with assignment); Blampied & France (1993) (article); Freeman (2006) 
(article) 

 



Week 6: Toilet Training using ABA Principles  

Readings: Azrin and Foxx (entire book)  

 

Week 7: Communication Training and Radical Behaviorism  

Readings: Radical Behaviorism Chapter 5; Carr & Durdan (1985) (article); Charlop-Christy et al. 
(2002) (article); Durand (1999) (article) 

 

Week 8: Assessments in Autism  

Readings: PEAK Intro (PDF); VB-MAPP Intro (PDF), Dixon et al. (2014) (article); Gould et al. 
(2011) (article); Barnes et al. (2014) (article) 

 

Week 9: NO READINGS: SPRING BREAK  

 

Week 10: Autism and Policy and Radical Behaviorism  

Readings: Radical Behaviorism Chapter 6 

Read webpage/article on “Autism”: 

 http://www.ncsl.org/research/health/autism-policy-issues-overview.aspx   

Read: Autism and Insurance Coverage| State Laws: (read article plus specific Illinois Laws) 

http://www.ncsl.org/research/health/autism-and-insurance-coverage-state-laws.aspx 

Read: Illinois Insurance Facts:  

http://insurance.illinois.gov/pressRelease/pr08/AutismFactSheet.pdf 

 

Week 11: Behavior Plans and Radical Behaviorism  

Readings: Maag & Katsiyannis (2006) (article); Cook et al. (2010) (article); Radical Behaviorism 
Chapter 7 

 

http://www.ncsl.org/research/health/autism-policy-issues-overview.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/health/autism-and-insurance-coverage-state-laws.aspx
http://insurance.illinois.gov/pressRelease/pr08/AutismFactSheet.pdf


Week 12: Parent Training  
 
Readings: Stocco & Thompson (2015) (article); Adubato et al. (1981) (article); Pence et al. (2012) 
(article); Lerman et al. (2015) (article) 

 

Week 13: Radical Behaviorism  

Readings: Radical Behaviorism Chapter 8, 9 and 10 

 

Week 14: Graphing  

Readings: DeProspero & Cohen (1979) (article); Fisher et al. (2003) (article); Matyas & Greenwood 
(1990) (article) 

 

Week 15: Importance of Data  

Readings: Sarafino Chapter 3  

 

Week 16: ACT/RFT and Autism 

Readings: Blackledge & Hayes (206) (article); Bethay et al. (2013) (article); Rehfeldt et al. (2007) 
(article) 

 

Week 17: FINALS WEEK: Current State of Autism Research  

Readings: Granpeesheh (2009) (article) 

 

  

 

 

 

 



January 
 

 2017 
REHB  589 Course Schedule  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
       

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
       

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
 WEEK 1 First Day of 

Semester 
No Chat This 

Week 
 No Exam This 

Week 
 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
Introduction 
Discussion 
Post Due 

WEEK 2   Chat in D2L: 
8:00-9:00 PM 

CST 

Exam Open at 
8:00 AM CST 

Exam Open 

29 30 31     
Discussion Post 

Due by Midnight 
CST 

Exam Closes at 
8:00 PM CST 

WEEK 3      

       
       

 

 

 



February 
 

 2017 
REHB 589 Course Schedule  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 
     Exam Open at 

8:00 AM CST 
Exam Open 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Discussion 

Post Due by 
Midnight CST 

Exam Closes at 
8:00 PM CST 

 

   
  

   
 

 

   
 

 

 
   

  
   
   

 

 

   
  

   
 

 

   
 

WEEK 4   Chat in D2L: 
8:00-9:00 PM 

CST 

 Exam Open at 
8:00 AM CST 

Exam Open 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Discussion 

Post Due by 
Midnight CST 

Exam Closes at 
8:00 PM CST 

 

WEEK 5   Chat in D2L: 
8:00-9:00 PM 

CST 

Exam Open at 
8:00 AM CST 

Exam Open 
Training Video 
Questions DUE 

by Midnight 
CST  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Discussion 

Post Due by 
Midnight CST 

Exam Closes at 
8:00 PM CST 

 

WEEK 6   Chat in D2L: 
8:00-9:00 PM 

CST 

Exam Open at 
8:00 AM CST 

Exam Open 

26 27 28  22   
Discussion 

Post Due by 
Midnight CST 

Exam Closes at 
8:00 PM CST 

 

WEEK 7   Chat in D2L: 
8:00-9:00 PM 

CST 

  

       
       

 

 



 

March 
 

 2017 
REHB 589 Course Schedule  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 
    Chat in D2L: 

8:00-9:00 PM 
CST 

Exam Open at 
8:00 AM CST 

Exam Open 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Discussion Post Due by 

Midnight CST 
Exam Closes at 8:00 

PM CST 

 

WEEK 8 
Assessment + 
Paper+ Report 

DUE by 
Midnight CST 

 

  Chat in D2L: 
8:00-9:00 PM 
CST 

Exam Open at 
8:00 AM CST 

Exam Open 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Discussion 

Post Due by 
Midnight CST 

Exam Closes at 
8:00 PM CST 

 

SPRING BREAK 
WEEK 9 

SPRING BREAK SPRING BREAK 
 

SPRING BREAK 
NO CHAT 

SPRING BREAK 
NO EXAM 

SPRING BREAK 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
SPRING BREAK 

NO 
DISCUSSION 

BOARD 

WEEK 10   Chat in D2L: 
8:00-9:00 PM 
CST 

Exam Open at 
8:00 AM CST 

Exam Open 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
Discussion 

Post Due by 
Midnight CST 

Exam Closes at 
8:00 PM CST 

 

WEEK 11   Chat in D2L: 
8:00-9:00 PM 
CST 

 Exam Open at 
8:00 AM CST 

 

       
 

 

 



 

April 
 

 2017 
REHB 589 Course Schedule  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
      Exam Open 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Discussion 

Post Due by 
Midnight CST 

Exam Closes at 
8:00 PM CST 

 

WEEK12 
Behavior Plan 

DUE by 
MIDNIGHT CST 

  Chat in D2L: 
8:00-9:00 PM 
CST 

Exam Open at 
8:00 AM CST 

Exam Open 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
Discussion Post 

Due by Midnight 
CST 

Exam Closes at 
8:00 PM CST 

 

WEEK 13   Chat in D2L: 
8:00-9:00 PM 
CST 

Exam Open at 
8:00 AM CST 

Exam Open 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
Discussion Post 

Due by Midnight 
CST 

Exam Closes at 
8:00 PM CST 

 

 

WEEK  14   Chat in D2L: 
8:00-9:00 PM 
CST 

Exam Open at 
8:00 AM CST 

Exam Open 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
Discussion Post 

Due by Midnight 
CST 

Exam Closes at 
8:00 PM CST 

 

 

 

WEEK  15   Chat in D2L: 
8:00-9:00 PM 
CST 

Exam Open at 
8:00 AM CST 

Exam Open 

                      30 
Discussion Post 

Due by Midnight 
CST  

Exam Closes at 
8:00 PM CST 

 

  
     

 



May 
 

 2017 
REHB 589 Course Schedule  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 WEEK 16  

Comprehensive 
Critical Review 

DUE by 
MIDNIGHT CST 

  Chat in D2L: 
8:00-9:00 PM 
CST 

Exam Open at 
8:00 AM CST 

Exam Open 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Discussion Post 

Due by Midnight 
CST 

Exam Closes at 
8:00 PM CST 

 

FINALS WEEK 
BEGINS 

WEEK 17 
EXAM OPENS at 

8:00 AM CST 

  NO CHAT EXAM CLOSES 
at 8:00 PM CST 
No exceptions, 

semester 
ends! 

SEMESTER 
OFFICIALLY 

OVER!!  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
       

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
       

28 29 30 31    
       

       
       

 

 

 


