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CONTENT 
KNOWLEDGE 

 

Inaccurate or misinterpreted 
content and almost entirely 
irrelevant; question not 
answered; misuse of 
terminology and citations; 
gross misinterpretation of 
content. 

Many inaccuracies and some 
misinterpretation of content 
and largely irrelevant; multiple 
aspects of question 
unanswered; improper use of 
terminology and citations; 
misinterpretation of content. 

Nearly all information 
presented is accurate and 
relevant; question is essentially 
answered;  
proper use of terminology and 
citations; demonstrates clear 
understanding of the content 
without misinterpretation.  

All information presented is both 
accurate and relevant;  
question is answered fully;  
proper use of terminology and 
citations; insightful 
interpretation of the content.  

 
CRITICAL 
THOUGHT 

 

Invalid judgments based on 
evidence provided; 
indefensible conclusions. 

Merely recalls information; 
lists and defines, but fails to 
synthesize, analyze, evaluate 
the knowledge, detect patterns, 
or apply knowledge in 
responding to the question. 

Nearly all judgments are valid 
and based on evidence; 
conflicting positions 
interpreted reasonably well; 
examples and literature support 
arguments; content synthesized 
well for the most part; ideas 
tend to flow logically; analysis 
of material is accurate and 
conclusions are defensible; 
exhibits clear thinking and 
conceptualization. Response is 
reflective and evaluative.    
 

Valid judgments based on 
evidence; precise interpretation 
of conflicting positions; 
exemplary use of examples and 
literature to support arguments; 
synthesis of content is clearly 
evident; logical flow of ideas; 
analysis of material is insightful 
and conclusions are fully 
defensible; convincing; exhibits 
advanced thinking and 
conceptualization; response is 
deeply reflective and evaluative. 

 
STRUCTURE 

 

Organization unclear or 
confusing; few or no key 
points; examples fail to 
support the response 
adequately; generally off point 
and unfocused.   

Response is partially 
organized; Some key points 
are identified, but often 
unsupported by data; limited 
use of examples; some 
segments of response are off 
point and disrupt focus.  

Organization is logical and 
reasonably clear; most key 
points are identified, but not 
always supported by data or 
properly emphasized; 
examples are used to support 
themes generally; some 
statements/examples are not 
properly referenced. 

Organization is fully logical and 
readily apparent; all key points 
supported by data; examples and 
arguments properly referenced; 
key points are highlighted; 
appropriate use of examples; 
balance between experience 
examples and content.  

 
MECHANICS 

 

Spelling, grammar and usage 
clearly interfere with meaning; 
difficulty maintaining style; 
difficulty with sentence 
structure; no sense of 
audience; writing is 
unacceptable for doctoral 
level. 

Spelling, grammar, and usage 
errors detract from credibility 
of response; simplistic 
sentence structure and style; 
difficulty with maintaining 
scholarly tone; limited sense of 
audience; writing inappropriate 
for doctoral level. 

Embraces conventions and 
mechanics of writing; writing 
style is competent, and 
sentence structure is sound; 
generally appropriate for 
audience; clear and largely 
complete with a somewhat 
scholarly tone; writing 
generally appropriate for 
doctoral level.   

Fully embraces the conventions 
and mechanics of writing; 
sophisticated writing style and 
advanced sentence structure; 
appropriate for audience; 
exceedingly clear, thorough, and 
scholarly tone; writing 
unmistakably appropriate for 
doctoral level. 
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